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ERIE CANAL-200 ANNIVERSARY 
As you may know there are a great number of celebrations for the 200th  
Anniversary of the Erie Canal going on this year from one end of the canal to 
the other. The NY Geographic Alliance http://
www.nygeographicalliance.org/ is a site rich in K-12 teaching resources for 
the Erie Canal, and more.  Also, posted below are two links; one from Syra-
cuse.com and the other from the Timesunion.com (Albany). This fall NYS will 
host the Worlds Canal Conference in Syracuse! http://wcc2017syracuse.com/ 
 
http://www.syracuse.com/living/index.ssf/2017/04/
the_erie_canal_turns_200_workshop_series_celebrates_the_waterways_legacy.html 
 
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-sample/article/Erie-Canal-celebrates-history-looks-to-future-
11209733.php 
 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF KIDDLE? 
Tiffany Carpenter shared this safe, advertising free search engine with us in the Science 
Network the other day. Take a look: http://www.kiddle.co 
Notice the ending is NOT .com.  It is powered by google 
 

YOUR ANNUAL REPORT 
As previously mentioned the SLS must submit an annual report to the Division of Library Development. Do 
you do an annual report to your principal, superintendent or BOE?  You might like to consider doing so to 
let them know the wonderful things that you have done this year. The link below may be of interest to 
you. From Jennifer LaGarde: “School Library Annual Reports Curated by Jennifer LaGarde.” 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_UJogEHbG9pWQtIyxedEXOVg5TG5j2fxU9fNEkPs78E/edit 
 

TWO FREE NEWS SITES 
You may have heard of Newsela and it is excellent-however, it went from free to expensive in a short 
time. A few very good replacements are:  
 
New from the Smithsonian, so you know it is good quality, a site 
to help students make sense of current events in the news.  Take 
a look.  https://www.tweentribune.com/ 
 

OR 
 

"News in Levels is designed for English Language Learners 
(ELLs). Each day, the website features a news story in three dif-
ferent "levels." Level 1 news stories use the 1,000 most common 
English words; Level 2 news stories use the 2,000 most common words; and Level 3 stories use the 3,000 
most common words. Students can switch between levels while reading each news story, enabling them to 
start with more challenging texts and switch when needed. Each news story is also accompanied by a 

glossary and questions to facilitate a writing or speaking exercise."   https://www.newsinlevels.com/ 

Flag Day Celebrated from the Library of Congress 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/modern/jb_modern_birth_1.html 

Ask a veteran what it means to say the Pledge of Allegiance . 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 
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SUMMER PD FROM THE SLS 

Just a reminder that AS YOU REQUESTED the following pd’s are being offered this summer: 

1) GENRE-FICATION July 18, Fitzhugh School Library, Oswego 9-12 (followed by lunch at Rudy’s!) 

2) BOOK REPAIR August 21, Room 113 Stern Building, CiTi Campus 12-3 (more registrants needed or will be cancelled)  

3) FOLLETT TRAINING August 22, Room E115 Main Building, CiTi Campus 8:30-3:00 

4) CATALOGING WORKSHOP August 23, Room E115 Main Building, CiTi Campus 8:30-12:30 

All registration are open in http://www.mylearningplan.com 

IT IS STILL HAPPENING 

It seems at least once or twice a month I get a question from somewhere that tells me the teachers in our schools STILL don’t know about 
our SEARCH app and all the online resources they have at their finger tips. Please put this on your “to-do” list for the 2017-18 school 
year. For those of you that send emails or newsletter of what’s going on in your library, please consider blasting this frequently. So much 
excellent resources being purchased (NYS, SLS or your districts) that are helpful to your whole school community. If you can put that 
SEARCH app in a few places on your website that might also increase usage. Remember, we want to make accessing the library and it’s 

resources as simple and easy as possible.  

BUT WE ALREADY KNEW THIS 

Latest Study: A full-time school librarian makes a critical difference in boosting student achievement 

http://www.slj.com/2013/03/research/librarian-required-a-new-study-shows-that-a-full-time-school-

librarian-makes-a-critical-difference-in-boosting-student-achievement/#_ 

RECOMMENDED PERIODICALS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 

If you are considering adding a publication or two to your library, I highly recommend either Social Education, Social Studies and the 
Young Learner or Middle Level Learning. All are from the National Council of the Social Studies. I LOVE SOCIAL EDUCATION. It always 
has tons of timely articles with excellent ideas. This is geared toward those who teach at the HS level. This month’s insert is 16 pages of 
the “Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People 2017”.Social Studies and the Young Learner are geared toward teachers at 

the elementary level; Middle Level Learning is for middle school teachers.  You can view current issues at http://www.socialstudies.org 

PROQUEST CHANGING PLATFORMS  

Proquest is changing from http to https, a more secure platform. The link below tells you want you need to do 
in preparation. NOVELny is no longer providing any Proquest databases, but some of you may be purchas-

ing Culture Grams or SIRS. You may want to chat with your tech department about this .  

http://support.proquest.com/apex/homepage?id=kA140000000ThceCAC&l=en_US 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time changes everyone 
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